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BOOK REVIEW 

Ri( I iAi<n L. Dubli:. 2001. Turfgrasses: Their Management and Use in the Southern 

Zone, Second Edition. (ISBN 1 -58544‘Kil -9, pbk.) Te.xas A&M University 
^ress.lohn H. Lindsey Building, Lewis Street, 4 354 TA MU, Col lege Station, 
TX 77843-4354. (Orders: www.tamii.edu/upress, 979-458-3982,800-826- 
891 1, 979-847-8752 fax). $27.95, 336 pp, 51 color photos, I5b/w photos, 68 
line drawings, 7" x 9". 



scases, man 


All IkhirH monotN'pic plantings ot an exoi ic grass species might evoke kxir ta* loathing in i ht^se con- 
cerned with hiodiversiiN’. lew would dispute the impact turigrasses haw on oureeonom\’ or our qualit}' 
ol liie. dull courses, municipal parks, residential landscapes and interstate roadways are all depen- 
dent in some form on turl grassculture and management. Tu r/gru.s.ses capitalizes on their importance 
and seeks pro\ide comprehensive inlormatioii on how to grow and maintain lawns. 

This wdume com prises a rexhsionol lirst edition in C'hapters include the contrihutions ol 
turfgrasses, the turl grass plant, growth and development o( turigrasses. southern turlgras.ses, speei- 
lieation lor turfgrassestahlishmeni.euliural |.3ractices, weed control in turl, tut 
aging turl grass insects and turl grass maintenance pia^grams. 1 he second cha|4ter gives a hriel, yet 
clear introduction to grass morphology. In lollowing chapter. Ruble elaborates on the growth and 
dewlopment ot turigrasses, covering such tojsics as seed germination, dcirmancy and \'ig(^r. leal 
grown h and thatch, and cultural pract ices al lecting rexa growth. Chapter lour is devoted exclusiwh' 
to soul hern turigrasses, di\'iding them into watrm-season and cool-season. I'or each group ol grasses 
(example: bermudagrass), lie includes inlormation on the origin and distribution ol species, a spe- 
cies description, adaptation and uses, horticultural \'arieties, propagation, management and pest 
problems. Within the eha|3ter on cultural practices, t he aut hor includes obx'ious topics like mowing, 
waiter management and fertilization. A handy worksheet lor waiter budgeting guides the reader in 
estimating total cost for irrigation. b[X'cial cultural jiractices address vertical mowdng, aeril ication, 
spiking and topdressing, to name a kwv. The section on w'eed control identilies undesirable plants in 
turl with boi h descripi ions and line diauvings and suggests herbicides lor control. At ter reading this 
book, one should be able loidcntily and treat turl diseases and insects since the chapters pertaining 
to these topics seem com [irehensive. The linal chajiter has the commercial turl manager in mind 
wdth topics like putting greens and pla)hng lields. 

Ow'rall, this is a well-wadtten and thorough tome. 1 haw but a lew cjuibbles. First, imin\' ol the 
relerences cited seem a bit dated. I noticed only a handful of the citations were published al ter 1 WQ 
w'ith the majoritx' published lielore k)(S(\ Thus, it seems that someol the material presented herein is 
outdated. Turfgrass is big business and big monev and the demand lor current inlormation should 
be rel lected w ith research. While the both the black and w'hite and color photosare clear and repre- 
sentat i\'c, l he line draw'ings ol turl grass species and turl weedsareol poor ejuality. The drawing ol a 
siaminale Bulialograss {p. 72), tor instance, could etisily be mistaken lor and Kentucky 

bluegrass (p.84) looks more like Johnsongrass. It is like!)' that the target audience W'ouki not be la- 
miliar witli all the S[3ecies discussed in this book. A clear illustration could be a strong coni irmation 
tool lor identil ication. 

Ibis book is appro[9riatel\' written with the eommercial turlgrass manager in mind. Those 
wTirking in this lieki should not Ix' without a copy ol this book.— A/nv Triuuh Nan\ Bolaniccil Rc- 
scun h Instil ulci)f /e.vu.s, \Vbrt/i, I A\ 7Bl02-‘i000, US. A.. Limy i niut htS^y(ilu)().com 
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